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Parent, Educator and Nursing Staff Seminar Videos
The Association of Retinopathy of Prematurity and Related Diseases

ROPARD is an association dedicated to eliminating the problems of low vision and blindness 
in children caused by premature birth and retinal diseases.

Your Donation Can Make A Difference!!!
Show your concern for this cause by donating to:
ROPARD, P.O. Box 250425, Franklin, Michigan 48025

Name____________________________________________

Address __________________________________________

City ____________________State______Zip ___________

For further information, please call
1-800-788-2020
Your tax-deductible contribution will be used to support the 
highest levels of clinically relevant research.

VIDEO ONE
September, 1998 Video: (1-1/2 Hrs)

Management of Retinopathy 
of Prematurity

Stages, Zones and Clock 
Hours of ROP

Related Disorders
Treatment Modalities

Long Term Considerations
The presenters are:

Patrick Droste, M.D.
Edward O’Malley, M.D.

John Roarty, M.D.
Michael Trese, M.D.

VIDEO TWO
May, 2001 Video: (2 Hrs)

Retinopathy of Prematurity
Current Issues

Identification of Pediatric
Retinal Diseases 

New Medical Intervention
Modalities

Rehabilitation for Children
with Advanced ROP

Up-to-date information
on current research
The presenters are:

Patrick Droste, M.D.
Jack Baker, M.D.

Michael Trese, M.D.

Children’s Low Vision Resource Center
By Appointment Only

Paula Korelitz
Outreach Director

Rosemary Blaszkiewicz
Parent Advisor

4000 W. 13 Mile Rd., Apt. #22
Royal Oak, Michigan 48073

1-800-788-2020
ropard@yahoo.com

$10.00 can be considered a tax-deductible contribution for each tape purchased.
Videos can also be purchased on our secure website at www.ropard.org

Michigan residents add 6% sales tax

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
NAME

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
CITY STATE ZIP/POSTAL CODE

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
COUNTRY

VIDEO ONE:____________ @ $30.00 = TOTAL $ ____________

VIDEO TWO: ___________ @ $30.00 = TOTAL $ ____________

VIDEOS ONE & TWO: ___________ @ $55.00 = TOTAL $ _____________

______CHECK  _______ MASTERCARD  ________VISA

_______________________________________________________
CREDIT CARD NUMBER EXP DATE

_____________________________________________________
SIGNATURE

Please mail to:
ROPARD
P.O. Box 250425
Franklin, MI 48025

Please add $5.00 for shipping
and handling outside the U.S.

PAL and SECAM format tapes are
available. Contact ROPARD for
further information.

Susan Campbell,
Editor

Paula Korelitz,
Website Administrator

Should you have any
questions regarding 
this issue, please 
contact ROPARD at 
1-800-788-2020 
or visit our website at
http://www.ropard.org or
e-mail us at
ropard@yahoo.com

Familial Exudative Vitreoretinopathy (FEVR)
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Timely Clinical Management Yields Good Vision
in Retinopathy of Prematurity

Familial exudative vitreoretinopathy or
FEVR is an inherited retinal disease that
has varying degrees of severity. It is
categorized as having five stages. Stage 1
often results in no symptoms or visual
change for the patient and Stage 5 can
result in a blind eye. The inheritance
patterns of FEVR range from autosomal
dominant to autosomal recessive and an
X-linked inheritance pattern. The
autosomal dominant form suggests that
several people in a family are affected
and most family members are aware that
there is a visual problem in the family.
The other two inheritance patterns are
those that can skip generations and the
patient may not be aware that other
family members are affected. This is
particularly true if the family member has
Stage 1 FEVR.

FEVR is a disease that has been treated
by laser and surgical therapy in the past.
It is a life-long vascularly active retinal
vascular disease that is an expression of
a biochemical imbalance between
vascular endothelial growth factor or

VEGF and tissue growth factor beta.
Until recently, no medical therapy was
considered for FEVR, but in the last
few years five eyes have been treated
with an anti-VEGF drug, Macugen. This
drug was approved by the FDA for use
in age-related macular degeneration,
but has been used in an off-label
fashion in people affected with very
progressive, otherwise uncontrollable,
familial exudative vitreoretinopathy
with what appear to be very good
results. These results were presented
at the 2005 Pre-American Academy of
Ophthalmology Retina Meeting by 
Dr. Kimberly Drenser, MD, PhD. The
results show for the first time an
agent that seems to selectively help
reabsorption of subretinal exudate
(blood) for which we had no
acceptable treatment in the past.
Certainly a larger number of eyes will
require study before this is an
accepted treatment, but it appears we
may have pharmacologic therapy that
could be useful in familial exudative
vitreoretinopathy.

Climbing mountains, paragliding, skiing,
are just a few of the
activities that occupy
Erik Weihenmayer. His
accomplishments are
even more remarkable
because he is blind,
having lost his eyesight
to X-linked retinoschisis
during his childhood.
He is a commanding
motivational speaker
and an inspiration to
everyone he comes in
contact with.

ROPARD is pleased to present Erik
Weihenmayer with the
Children’s Vision
Award. Join us on May
20, 2006, at Henry Ford
Museum, Dearborn,
Michigan to meet Erik
over dinner and view his
film “Tibet”. “Tibet” is
an extraordinary movie
featuring Erik and
several blind Tibetan
teenagers when they
climbed Mt. Everest to
20,000 feet.

SAVE THE DATE Erik Weihenmayer and
the Children’s Vision Award



Delta Gammas

Since its inception in 1873, the women of Delta
Gamma sorority have continuously striven to live
up to their motto:“Do Good”. In 1936, at the
urging of Ruth Billow, a blind member, the Delta
Gammas adopted Sight Conservation and Aid to
the Blind as a primary project. They began working
with the visually impaired in their communities as
well as internationally. In the
Detroit area, Penny Junk, a DG
who was active with Seedlings—
a non-profit organization that
provides Braille books for
children—became curious
about ROPARD and how the
DGs could help. Initially, there
was little that they could do. It
wasn’t until a site for the
Children’s Low Vision Resource
Center was required that the
DGs became involved.

Paula Korelitz had been providing support to
families who came to see Dr.Trese. They would
meet her in his waiting room where she would
answer questions and advise them about toys,
books, and organizations to help them with the
growth and development of their visually-impaired
child. It became apparent that a more comfortable
arrangement was needed. Eventually, Paula and
Penny chose the present site for the Children’s
Vision Center at the Royal Manor Apartments in

Royal Oak, MI
close to the
hospital.

Penny enlisted
the help of
the DGs and,
with the
strong
support of
Mary Counihan
and Jan
Hankins, the
DGs furnished
the Center. The Center opened in September of
2001. Since then, the Delta Gammas have
continued to be active in its operation. They have
designed and made blankets, toys, and tools to help
parents and families grow with their children.
Whenever Paula and Rosemary Blaszkiewicz, the
Center’s coordinators, discover that they need
something, like car seats or tape recorders, the
DGs find it for them. The DGs have been an
energetic and stimulating force in the continued
operation of the Center.

Guía Para Los Padres 
Sobre Los Ojos De Sus
Niños Prematuros
ROPARD is pleased to announce that the brochure
A Parents’ Guide to Their Premature Baby’s Eyes is now

available in Spanish. The price per package of 100 is
$25.00 plus shipping and handling of $7.70. To place
an order, see the secure online order form at
www.ropard.org. or simply mail in the order with
payment to ROPARD, PO Box 250425,
Franklin MI. 48025.

■ Rosemary Blaszkiewicz receives
Distinguished Alumni Award from
Marygrove College acknowledging
her work in teaching and helping
blind children.

Breyanna Willitt
Breyanna Willitt is
ten-years old and
lives with her
mother,Tammy-
Lynn, step-father,
David, and four
younger sisters in
Hornell, New York.
She is in the fifth
grade and in
addition to soccer
and softball, she
plays the clarinet
and attends jazz

and tap dance classes. However it was playing at
home with her sister that led her to Dr.Trese’s
office. When the girls bumped their heads together,
Breyanna suffered a cyst under her right eye. Her
mother took her to their family doctor who sent
her to an ophthalmologist. An eye test showed that
except for some peripheral vision, Breyanna had no
sight in her left eye. This came as a shock to her
parents. Breyanna had never complained about her
eyesight.

They were referred to Dr. Mina Chung at Strong
Memorial Hospital in Rochester, NY, who diagnosed
FEVR. On March 22, 2005, Breyanna had her first
surgery. The doctor reattached her retina, removed
scar tissue on her left eye, and did laser surgery on
both eyes to stop micro hemorrhages.

Tammy-Lynn and David researched FEVR and in late
July, they took Breyanna to see Dr.Trese. In
September 2005 they were back for a second

surgery, which involved detaching her retina,
removing the fold, and reattaching it, as well as
using a new drug (Macugen) to suppress blood
vessel activity.

Breyanna has seen Dr.Trese a few times since
September. On October 25, she learned that she
had a 60% improvement in her exudates in the left
eye with minimal vision improvement. The right eye
remains stable. She will return to Dr.Trese in
December. In the meantime, Breyanna will follow
up with Dr. Mina Chung in Rochester NY.

At times it has been difficult for Breyanna. She
knows that she can no longer play soccer and
softball but hopes to replace them with swimming,
track, and golf. She continues with her dance and
clarinet. Since the October visit, Breyanna has
returned to her physical education class wearing
sports goggles to protect her eyes. She may soon
return to swim class but must avoid diving. Since
her treatment, her school grades have improved,
although she has always been a good student. Many
of her classmates have made fun of her goggles and
eye patch, but she has been strong and explains the
disease to her friends. Because FEVR is a
genetically transmitted syndrome, the disease has
now been diagnosed in her younger half-siblings,
who have been treated and will have a better
chance for improved vision.

Breyanna’s prognosis is currently unclear. Her eyes
will be monitored regularly. Since age two, she has
often dreamed of being a medical doctor. She now
has aspirations of being a pediatric ophthalmologist
and helping children like herself.

This past season, golfers in two states raised
money for ROPARD. In Fort Worth,Texas,
SkiHi Enterprises and the Skipper family
hosted their Third Annual Benefit Golf
Tournament on October 10 at Canyon West
Golf Club. The tournament helps two
causes: ROPARD and Cook Children’s
Medical Center in Fort Worth. One hundred and
forty-two golfers took part. Six-year old Kelsi
Skipper, who suffers from ROP, was the inspiration
for the tournament and attended it this year. All
the participants were able to meet her and see first

Golfing for ROPARD hand that their contributions are for a great cause.

In Michigan, eighty-four golfers participated in the
12-Pack Open at Antrim Dells Golf Course on May
21. The event was preceded by a seminar on ROP

conducted by Drs.Trese, Droste, and Baker and
attended by local families. The outing was a
great success due, in large part, to the hard
work of Ken Bushway, Dr. Droste, and Dr. Baker.

These events are successful due to the hard work
of volunteers and the continued support and
generosity of local businesses and individuals.
ROPARD is honored to be the recipient of such
good will and support.

The Children’s Low Vision Resource Center
has been able to give families a blanket that
provides a play area with high contrast for
visually-impaired children. For several years,
the Delta Gammas have sewn these blankets.
This year another group, the Fibre Friends of
Fenton, has volunteered to knit a version of
the blanket. Fibre Friends needs donations of
washable cotton or acrylic yarn in white
and/or black. If you have yarn, or can acquire
any from local craft stores, please send it to
ROPARD c/o 31102 Squire Lane, Farmington
Hills, MI 48331.

A New Version 
of the Blanket

The demand for
these popular
bracelets continues
and orders pour
in. The bracelets
are available in
three sizes: large, small, and ‘child-
size’.They cost $2 with a minimum
order of ten.They can be ordered on the
secure online order form at www.ropard.org or by
mailing in the order with payment to ROPARD,
PO Box 250425, Franklin, MI 48025.

“See the Light” Bracelets


